The Facets of Love
What is this diamond called love? The dictionary says that love is “a profoundly tender, passionate affection for another person.” It goes on to use love to describe anything from a strong predilection for anything or anyone, to sex, to a score of zero in tennis. This implies that there are many different kinds of love. If there are so many different kinds of love then there must be many different kinds of relationships that we will encounter over the course of a lifetime; some for a moment, some for a while, and some forever. This implies that love is complicated and sometimes transient. I’d add to the paradigm my own personal experience of an ever growing, varied and expansive experience of love that seems to be related to maturity combined with experience. That gives love an elusive and mysterious facet as well. 
In the Five Element metaphor fire is the epitome of relationship expression. Fire is a time of celebration and of more external activities due to its respective season of summer. The fire metaphor teaches us the requirements of relationship by helping us to express warmth, communication, joy and creativity. The fire quality of vulnerability brings forth compassion, understanding and the softness that allows one to yield to love. Fire is discerning in its ability to appropriately protect one and sort through truth. And when one is “pure of heart” it is an organ to be trusted in making decisions. Purification is a more spiritual requirement of fire as it brings us closer to love through a process of trials and tribulations. The final culmination of these passages as expressed in my use of the Five Element metaphor is Partnership. 
Whatever else love requires it seems to require courage and self-trust. Courage, because love contains a lot of unpredictable factors with many twists and turns; beginnings, endings and challenging middles. Self-trust, for when we know and trust ourselves we are better equipped to brave the frontier of love knowing that we will land on our feet basically in tact and more authentically on the other side. 
I have a dear friend who has taught me a lot about love. This same friend has hired me to interview and transcribe the memoirs of her father in these last weeks or months of his life. She wishes to put his personal stories into a book to give to her family and close friends at Christmas. That definitely feels like an expression of love and so I add the facets of honor and respect. It will be a privilege for me to sit before the raw combination of honesty and tenderness that so often accompanies an individual who is transcending their life much as the season of autumn transforms into winter. Trust is definitely a facet of love. Legacy must be a facet of love too.
This friend also encouraged me to read the book, A Whole New Mind.  I don’t know about you, but I could use a new mind from time to time, so I read it. She gave it to me in order to drive forth the point that the personal journey I’ve been following for the past six years that has fused my prior intellect with art and has permanently altered the ways in which I see and move in the world is going to put me on the top of the heap in the new world. Faith is one of the strongest and most useful facets of love that I have ever encountered. 

In the book the right brainers will open communications with the left brainers in order to create a more comprehensive brain and that means that the right brainers will likely inherit the earth in the next historical paradigm, which is now. On a more global front, this implies that the ways in which we live require the fusion of a linear mind with a more conceptual and cooperative approach to living. If the book’s analysis is correct, what has often looked like a big fat complicated dysfunctional mess to me is, in fact, a process of evolution. 
Don’t be concerned. We aren’t tossing out our left brained analytical, systematic mind and turning life over to artistic anarchy; we are simply expanding our potential by opening our right brain functions of design and conceptual thinking in order to see a more comprehensive relationship between all things─to combine the two prior oppositional forces of left and right brain thinking in order to upgrade our paradigm of living. If this is true, not only does this look like a facet of love, somewhere in the cosmos, Darwin is celebrating around the fire. 
